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Hitler's best friend, one of the co-founders of the Nazi
Party. Up to 1932, when he broke with Hitler, he was
Nazi Number Two, taking precedence over Goering,
Goebbels and the rest. For his breakaway, which caused
Hitler to burst into tears, he was later "punished" and
fell as one of the victims of the 1934 purge. His brother
Otto escaped abroad.)
"The beginning of Otto Strasser's political career,"
continues the Nazi newspaper, "saw him as a convinced
Socialist who carried on a Socialist news agency after a
short study of economics.
"In his development as a national revolutionary
he joined the Nazi Party in 1925.
"As the revolutionary Socialist could not achieve a
position in the Party, he tried at first only to avoid exclusion.
Then, after making the well known theatrical declaration
about 'Socialists leaving the Nazi Party' he left the
Party and founded a fighting unit of revolutionary national
socialists.
"When he emigrated to Vienna in 1933 he left behind
a skeleton of individual lone horses. At the same time
his organisation in the Reich was dissolved."
For the first time in the history of the Nazi move-
ment the existence of an oppositional "skeleton" is
here admitted. This skeleton has taken on flesh and life
since the day the war started.
It is easy for Otto Strasser to remain in touch with
his friends inside Germany. Many of them are in the
ranks of the S.S., in the army and in the Nazi Party.
They remember the dead Gregor Strasser as the most
unselfish Nazi ever, as the man with cleaner hands than
any of the present Nazi leaders. They believe that his
brother has the same qualities. The name of Strasser is
certainly a draw among dissatisfied Nazis.